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The FAITH-BASED COMMUNITY INITIATIVE (FBCI) is a county-wide effort designed to strengthen the role of faith-based organizations in preparing children to enter school ready to learn and succeed.   First 5 San Joaquin would like to partner with faith organizations interested in becoming “advocates for children” and promoting school readiness messages, as well as the availability of support services and programs to their congregation and community.   Through this initiative, faith organizations will be equipped with the information and resources needed to deliver school readiness messages and empower parents and caregivers to be their child’s first and best teacher and produce lasting change in the lives of families.   Targeted populations for this initiative include: African American, Latino/Hispanic, Southeast Asian, and other underserved populations.  

PROJECT FUNDING & TIMELINE:  A total of $25,000 has been allocated for this initiative.  Organizations may submit applications requesting up to $1,000.  Projects will be awarded $750 at the start of the project. The remaining grant amount of $250 will be awarded at the conclusion of the project, after submission of the final Activity Report (see below).  Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis from July 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010, or until funding is no longer available.  Early submissions are encouraged.   

Note:   Orientations will be held with each faith organization to discuss activity implementation and funding use.  First 5 will also provide various resources (i.e. Kits for New Parents, brochures, fact sheets, tool kits, etc.) and ongoing staff support to grant recipients to assist with outreach and education efforts.

PROJECT EVALUATION:  Each faith organization will be asked to complete an Activity Report after activities have been implemented (or no later than May 31, 2011). The Activity Report form will help to measure the impact of activities and track funding use.  

APPLICATION GUIDELINES:
1. Applicant must be an established faith-based organization with non-profit status (i.e. church, parish, temple, etc.) in operation for at least one year and located in San Joaquin County.

2. Applicant must demonstrate ability to reach one or more of the targeted populations in a manner that is culturally and linguistically appropriate.

3. Please submit the following forms with your application.  Failure to submit any of these items may result in delay or denial of your application. (Please be sure to keep a copy of the application for your own records.):  1) Form A (Applicant Information & Budget Estimate) and 2) Form B (Planned Activities Worksheet). 

Please submit completed forms to First 5 San Joaquin via fax or mail to:
[bookmark: _MailAutoSig]Human Services Agency/First 5 San Joaquin
PO Box 201056, Stockton, CA  95201-3006
Fax: (209) 932-2675                                                                                                                                                              

For more information, contact Jovanna Gonsalves at (209) 953-5437 or jgonsalves@sjgov.org. 
FORM A:  APPLICANT INFORMATION

	APPLICANT INFORMATION

	Faith-Based Organization Name:

	Contact Person:                                                                                                       Phone:     

	Email (contact person):                                                                                          Fax:

	Mailing Address:  

	City:                                                                                                                            Zip:

	Physical Address (if different):

	City:                                                                                                                            Zip: 

	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

		
1. Approx. Size of Faith Organization (membership): 
              □   Less than 100          □   100-250     □   250-400     □   More than 400 (approx.________)

2. Approx. Number of Parents/Caregivers with Children ages 0-5 in Congregation/Parish:  

3. Approx. Number of Children ages 0-5 in Congregation/Parish: 

4. Please provide an estimate of the cultural/ethnic breakdown of the congregation/parish. Approximately what percentage is: 
 (
Southeast Asian:  
_____________
Oth
er (indicate):  _____________
)
· African American/Black:   _______
· Hispanic/Latino:   _____________

5. What is the primary language spoken in your congregation/parish:  ____________________

	BUDGET ESTIMATE (ESTIMATED COSTS)

	
Examples of allowable expenses include: materials production (i.e. printing, copying, paper), healthy snacks at workshops/ seminars, costs associated with planning and implementing a community outreach event, activities coordinator stipend, and other reasonable activities related expenses.   

Coordinator Stipend (up to $250):                                                             $___________

Food (healthy snacks) for parent meeting/workshop:                           $___________

Educational material/learning tools:                                                         $___________

Materials production (i.e. printing, copying):                                          $___________

Other (please list) ___________________________:                            $___________          

Other (please list) ___________________________:                            $___________

Other (please list) ___________________________:                            $___________
 (
$
)
                                                       Total Budget Request:         


	Authorized Signature:  ___________________________________________________           Date:  ________________



FORM B:  PLANNED ACTIVITIES WORKSHEET

Below is a listing of activities that may be implemented to help promote the four (4) key school readiness messages identified for promotion under this initiative.  Using checkboxes, it is requested that each applicant select no less than four (4) activities to implement in their congregation/parish. The activities selected should promote one or more of the four (4) Key Messages identified below.  

KEY MESSAGES TO BE DELIVERED: 
1. PARENT INVOLVEMENT: “School Readiness Begins With You!” - Parents are their child’s first teacher.
2. EARLY LITERACY:  “You Can Help Your Child Learn to Read” - The importance of reading to your child.
3. PRESCHOOL:  “The Power of Preschool” - Enrolling your child in quality preschool programs.
4. HEALTH & NUTRITION:  “A Healthy Baby = A Healthy Start” - Accessing prenatal care, getting well-baby check-ups and immunizations, and promoting healthy eating and physical activity.

	ACTIVITIES MENU   
Please select a minimum of four (4) activities to implement

	Outreach & Education Activities

	· Host a Parent Workshop/Seminar on one or more of the above “Key Messages”

	· Host a Community Outreach Event (i.e. health and wellness fair, literacy event, etc.)     

	· “Messages from the Pulpit”:  deliver school readiness messages or conduct presentations to congregation/parish on above “Key Messages”

	· Information distribution to congregation:  utilize church bulletins, message/bulletin boards, and/or resource tables for ongoing information distribution 

	· First 5 Kit for New Parent distribution to new or expecting parents (Kits to be provided by First 5)

	Linkages to Services/Programs for Parents & Children

	· Quality preschool/child care access promotion (i.e. assist families with enrollment by distributing information, conducting onsite enrollment/application assistance, etc.)

	· Conduct an assessment to determine the needs of parents with young children.  Follow-up should include referrals/linkages to existing programs and services.  

	Organizational Changes: “Creating Change that Lasts”

	· Adopt “child development friendly” policy to develop/maintain a commitment to providing activities that promote school readiness and ensure that children enter school healthy and ready to learn

	· Conduct outreach to other leaders in the faith community to promote the start of school readiness programs in other faith organizations (i.e. presentations at denominational meetings, ministerial groups, faith-based conferences, etc.)

	· Establish an incentive program that encourages parents to engage in school readiness activities (i.e. “read to your child” parent pledges, healthy eating challenge, etc.  


	
Targeted populations for this initiative include African American, Latino/Hispanic, Southeast Asian, and other underserved populations.  Briefly describe your organization’s ability to reach one or more of the targeted populations:
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